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A few brief and modeſt Reflexions] 

rſwading a Juſt Indulgence 

- be granted to the 5 2 6 
Clergy and People in Scotland. 


I is neither New noe Difficulr, to multiply words 


without Knowledge; Ir is ſometimss leſs Di ſ- 
obliging to be obſcure than Tedious; 1 ſhall indea - 
your that what I ſay, prove neither. And if what 
1write, be.conſonant to what I think or deſign, it ſhall 
befarr from Bitterneſs or Falſehood. h 
The queſtion now agitated with fo N ls, 
whether it is fit that a Tolletation ſhould be granted 
to thoſe of the = cnn perſwaſion in Scotland, for the 
quiet Exerciſe of Gods Worſhip? Under theſe provifions, 
vis. The presbyterian Government is to continue to be 
the only Eccleſiaſticall Government within the Kingdo 
2d». The Indulged Clergie, are not to be Members 
General tes, Synods, Presbytries, unleſs they be 
aſſumed into Communion of Juriſdiftion by theſe Re- 
tpeive Judicatories, 3. Wherever a Presbyterian Mi- 
niſter is eſtabliſhed, in any Pariſh Church; The Epiſco- 
pal Miniſter ſhall Preach only, to ſuch as willingly come 
ta hear him, in privat houfes, or a meeting houſe pro- 


e722. 


vided by thoſe of that perſwaſion therein. 40. Where- 


Fes 
_ ever a Fresbyrecian Miniſter is Eſtabliſhed, He cal ſhall 
peo OY * Hays 


22 ight to ſhe Leg RES) Ito. None of the Ta-: 


inifters, Fa be admitted, x ithout à Teſt 

cheir being Proteſtants, by owningthe 'Confeffion of Faith 
either of the Church of England, Belgia, Helvetia or Ge- 
neva, or by the Confeſſion of Faith Canſtituie at our Re · 
formation from Popety, Eltabliſhed by our Laws And Re 
corded amongſt our Acts of Parliament. 

This being the Toleration Propoſed, The next conſi- 
deration : is, for whom it is deſired; It is Impudence to 
deny this truth, that at leaſt the half of Scorland, do de- 


firga Toleration. This ſhort Paper is not fit to contain a 
Proof thereof by enumeration, the certainty ofit is known 


to many, and the probability of it may appear to all,- 
om theſe few Inſtances. The Towns of Glaſgow, Dau- 
e, Aberdeen, and Elgin, And the Shire of Fife, are a- 
mood U theſe places, where. Presbyterie is ſaid to be beſt 
abliſhed; and in the 5 welteren Shires, And where it is 
yy that Epiſcopal Preachers are ſo hated by the general» 
iy, That the peace will be indanger, by. a general Mo 
And this is holden as proved, * the late Mobb in Glaſ- 


Fo And yer, there is full proof read ready to be ſhown by aboye 
400 Subſcriptions of the. prime birans of G/a/zow z 
* two to one in Dundee z By 4. to ane in. Aberdeen, E- 


ecialy of the Chief Merchants, - and Burgers ; By. 23.10 


Ore in E/z:n, And by 5900 Subſcriptions 1 in Fife That a 
12200 20 "ih Epiſcopal . Minifters | in theſe places is ear 
nefly debr 

Theſe may deny any thi , who willnot confeſs a thing 


= notour as, that, genera Y, The. North. of Scotland are 
or Inclined to .Presbytery, not one of Ten; And albeig 


th $ Preſent Parliament ate choſen, under a Miniftty and 


Government, very. favoutable to Presbytery; Yet the Rey 


eſenrarives - of the , Shires of Orknay, Caithneſs, Roſs, 


8 


* Barff Shire, Ae PR Kine ar den Shi! Wi, 


; ; , © 5 9 ee | 

Rirfar: Shire, Perth Shire, Fife Shire, Rinreſt Shire, Stir 
ui Shire, and Edinburgh Shire; will 1 accepta- 
ble a Toleration will be in theſe Shires; And if the Re- 
——— ot the Shire of Sutherland, Inverneſs Shire 
Nairn Shire, Eaft-Louthian, and Tome others may judge 


it unfit tor them, to publiſh the ſame truth, as to their 


Shires; Yet a very little Inquirie in theſe places, will 
ſoon find that ir is ſo. By which it will be evident that 
a'Toleration'is defireable by the greateſt part of the Na- 


tion: But on a Sappoſition, that it were not, Vea that 


the want of a Toleration ſhould diflatisfie only a Third 


or a fourth Part; And that DifſatisfaQion is the great cauſe 


of Diſaffection; may it not appear a prudent Act of the 
Government, to grant them a Toleratton ;- Thereby, not 
only to allay, But to pleaſe; And conſequently to pre- 
vent the Danger of Disaffection in many; And the op- 
zortunity, which that may offer to the Strong Common 
nemies of our Religion, Queen and Nation. 1 
It is aid, that it will diſſaſtifie the whole Presby terian 
Party, that a Toleration ſhould be granted; Indeed if a- 


ny thing were impoſed upon presbyterians, which might 


force or oblige any of them. to alter, diſov n, or change their 


* to hinder them from profeſſing or owning there- 
of ; It they were hindred or impeded to exerce their Fun- 
ion ot the Miniftery, yea, and their Eccleſtaſtical Juriſ- 
dittion alfo ; over all and every one of the Presbyterians 
in the Nation; If any of their fices were either with · 
drawn or diminiſhed, If any Church, wherein they are 
eſtahliſhed, were invaded, they might complain; But when 


nothing is deſired further, than that they ſhould not force 
or neceſsitat others, either to deny or ſuppreſs their Judg- 


ments or Opinions; When they are only forbid to hinder 


others from worſhiping GOD. not à different GOD, No, 
nor in a different Proteſsion in any fundamental Article 


of Faich; But in Conformity with Reformed Proteſſant 
206 | 


Churches 
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a tions of ſo jy 


Peace, h and of thei | 
i the increale of the Chriſtian Spirit of Charity, All In- 


* 


. 

diFring Een the Preshy terlans all 

Forms of the External Government of theChurch, 
And ſome Rites in Worſhip, uſed in the firſt and beſt re» 
Formed Charches; Thoſe who will be diſſatisſied, becauſe 
they-are hindred to exerce a Deſpotick, or ( Excnſe the 
Word ) Antichriſtian power, cver the Conſciences and Li- 
erties of their Fellow. Subjects, whilſt there is not the 
ealt Impediment or Alteration, indeavoured among them- 
ſelves ; I ſay ſuch domineering Humours ſhould not be 
incouraged, much leſs ſupported, at ſodear a Rate, as to 
impaſe à teil Evil, or a force, on the Conſciences & Inclin · 
eat a part of che Nation, For it is a ſtrange 
tenderneſs of Conſcience in them which cannot be ſatisfied 
with their own Liberty, and Immunity in the Exerciſe of 
their Religion, and 2 full eſtabliſhment of their Juriſdifti» 
on, over all viho are of their Opinion; Unleſs they have 
alſo Liberty to force others to be of cheir Opinion, or to 
puniſh them, if they be not; with no leſs Cenſure, than 
to be ived of the Exerciſe of publick Divine Worſhip. 
This Paper being intended only for laying the State ot 
this Caſe in a plain view, none needs'expett from it any 
full arguing, either for or againſt Toleration: It may 


ſuffice, that the Reaſons for It, have appeared ſtrong e- 


to induce oy 13 * — of 1 
to grant it © the great Advantage o igion, 
* L their ä — a& 


habitants there, living as Bretheren, to. the great Grief of 
Rome and France and which Toleration is one of the grea ; 
teſt Cauſes of the power of that illuſtrious Common - 
wealth, whereby it is at this Day one of the Hands inabled 
to withſtand the inſulting Power of the greateſt Monarch 
n Europe, and their own, and Brizains greateſt Ene 


"hs ocher, and indeed under GOD the right — 
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out ſafety from that 1 our Gracieus and Glo- 
rious Queen, who is 1 inabled for that great End 


by the Unanimity and Concord of her Eng/i/h Subjedts. 
And the Unity of whoſe Affection nnto her, is not a lit- 
tle promoved, by the Toleration granted to all diſſenting 
eſtants. And it is certain; that the Toleration grant- 
ed by the Church of England, and the Church of Holand 
Bien Inhabitants, is not only extended to theſe, who 
differ from them, as to Forms of Government, and Rites 
of Worſhip only, but alſo in various Dogmas, which the 
preſent Church of Scor/and, would Rank amongſt Articles 
of Faith; And yet they themſelves doinot alledge that the 
Differences berwixt the Epiſcopal Party in Scotland and 
chem comes up to ſuch Importance: What a ſhame is it 
then, for Scotland to be ſo narrow hearted: and to provoke 
ſuch Animoſities within the Kingdom, whilſt all other 
Reformed Churches, take the contrary. Courſe. . 
Some Papers handed about, and ſtuffed with more Heat 
than Diſcretion, hath haſted this Paper, as an Uſher to 
. — your Minds, for ſome more; which may be, and 
per Lon be ſaid, on the matter of Toleration itſelf, . 
the Writer ſhall have * happ of 3. or 4. hours 
Time to write it: I ſhall only add to this my earneſt wiſu 
That this ſerious Matter may be conſidered without the 
5 of ſingular Opinion, Hierarchical Pride, Paſſion 
in Perſons, or intereſt in Factions: Aud that the neceſsitat- 
ed haſt in writing, may excuſe it's Defetts, either as 10 
the Matter or its Form. 
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